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JASON K. FELDMAN, ESQ. (State Bar No. 213386) 
LAW OFFICE OF JASON K. FELDMAN, PC 
270 North Canon Drive, yd Floor 
Beverly Hilis, California 902 10 
Email: jason@jkflegal.com 
Facsimile: 310·564·2004 
Attorneys for Plainti ff 
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
JOSEPH NEffiICH, an individual; 
Plaintiff, 
v. 
REDDIT, "INC., a California corporation; 
WILLIAM DONOVAN, an individual; 
SCREENWRITINGCOMMUNITY.NET, a 
corporation of unknown origin; CRAIG 
JAMES PIETROWlAK; an individual; 
INTERNATIONAL SCREENWRITERS' 
ASSOCIATION, LLC, a Delaware limited 
tiability company; VICTORIA DE CAPUA, 
3n individual; 







(3) UNFAIR COMPETITION 
(CAL. BUS. & PRO. CODE 




(5) INTENTIONAL INFLICTION 
OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS; 
(6) NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF 
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 
Jury Trial Demand 
COMPLAINT 
2 Plaintiff Josepb Neibich, by and through his attorney, hereby alleges as follows: 
3 GENERAL ALL EGA TIONS 
4 I. Plaintiff Joseph Neibich ("Plaintiff"), an individual, is a resident of, and his primary 
5 place of business is located in, Los Angeles County, California. 
6 2. Defendant Reddit, Inc. ("Reddit") is a California corporation with is principal place 
7 of business in San francisco, California in the business of entertainment social networking and 
8 news platform. 
9 3. Defendant William Donovan (,'Donovan"), is an individual with residences in Big 
I 0 Bear, California and Los Angeles, California. Donovan owns and operates defendant 
11 screenwritingcommunity.net. 
12 4. Defendant screenwritingcommunity .net ("ScreenwritingCommunity") is a 
13 corporation of unknown origin in the business of connecting screenwriters with professional 
14 services. 
15 5. Defendant Craig James Pietrowiak ("Pietrowiak") is an individual who resides in 
16 Sherman Oaks, California. Pietrowiak is the manager and founder of defendant International 
17 Screenwriters' Association, LLC. 
18 6. Defendant International Screenwriters' Association, LLC is a Delaware limited 
19 liability company registered to do business in California with its main offices located in West 
20 Hollywood, California and in the business of connecting screenwriters with industry professional s. 
2 1 7. Victoria De Capua also known as Victoria De Capua-Campbell ("De Capua") is an 
22 individual currently residing in Vancouver, Canada. De Capua is a Moderator employed by 








1 8. Plaintiff is ignorant of the true names and capacities of defendants sued herein as 
2 DOE defendants 1 through 50, inclusive, and therefore sues these defendants by such fictitious 
3 names. Plainri ffwill amend this complaint to al lege their true names and capacities when same 
4 shall have been ascertained. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon alleges that each of the 
5 fictitiously named defendants is responsible in some manner for the occurrences herein alleged, 
6 and that Plaintiffs injuries as herein alleged were proximately caused by the acts and/or omissions 
7 of said fictitiously named defendants. 
8 FACTS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS 
9 9. Plaintiff is a professional motion picture screenwriter and owner/manager of many 
10 screenwriting competitions including, but not limited to, Black Screenplays Maner, Faith in Film, 
11 LGBTQ Screenwriting Competition, Edinburg Screenwriting Competition, NY Metropolitan 
12 Screenwriting Competition, Latinos Who Write ("Screen writing Competitions"). 
13 10. The defendants, and each of them, engaged in a smear campaign of misinformation 
14 to discredit and disparage Plaintiff and his previously well-regarded and financially successful 
15 Screenwriting Competitions. 
16 II. Defendant William Donovan, with his company ScreenwritingCommunity as wells 
17 as defendant Pietrowiak, with his company International Screenwriting Conununity, contacted 
18 various companies including, but not limited to, MovieBytes, FilmFreeway and lnktip on 
19 munerous occasions demanding they eliminate Plainti fFs Screenwriting Competitions from their 
20 websites. Included in these demands were untruths and deceptive representations designed to 
21 hann Plaintiff's business and reputation. As a proximate result of these actions, among other 
22 things, Plaintiff' s ScreenWTiting Competitions were discontinued on lnktip and FilmFreeway. 
23 12. The defendants, and each of them, caused the online posting of a barrage of 
24 defaming statements directed at Plainti ff and his Screenwriting Competitions on industry websites 






13. Defendant William Donovan, with his company ScreenwritingCommuni ty, posted, 
2 or caused to be posted, statements including, but not limited to ("Statements''), 
3 a. Plaintiff is involved in fraud; 
4 b. Plaintiff is a scam artist; 
5 c . Plaintiff is committing fa lse advertising; 
6 d. Plaintiff is committing copyright infringement; 
7 e. falsely associating Plaintiff with tarnished screenwriting competitions; 
8 f . Plaintiff is running an illegal enterprise; 
9 g. the Screen'Writing Competitions have fake v.rinners; 
10 h. the Screen writing Competitions do not award actual prizes; 
11 1. that Plaintiff is a racist; 
12 j. and otherwise disparaging Plaintiff's integrity and that of his Screenwriting 
13 Competitions. 
14 14. Defendant Craig Pietrowiak, with his company International Screenwriting 
15 Community, posted, or caused to be posted, Statements including, but not limited to: 
16 a. Plaintiff is involved in fraud; 
17 b. Plaintiff is a scam artist; 
18 c. Plaintiff is committing false advertising; 
19 d. Plaintiff is committing copyright infringement; 
20 e. falsely associating Plaintiff with tarnished screen writing competitions; 
21 f Plaintiff is running an illegal enterprise; 
22 g. the Screenwriting Competitions have fake winners; 
23 h. the Screenwriting Competitions do not award actual prizes; 
24 1. that Plaintiff is a racist; 






15. Defendant Reddit, by and through employees such as Moderator defendant De 
2 Capua, intentionally and recklessly published the posting and re-posting of the above false and 
3 defaming Statements including, but not limited to, pinning the Statements to the top ofReddit and 
4 emailing them to their entire subreddit and continually posting the Statements to keep it at the top 
5 of Reddil In addition, Reddit, by and through its employees such as defendant De Capua bolstered 
6 the publ ication of the fa lse and defaming Statements by continuously corrunenting on the posts and 
7 continually updating the thread. Reddit, by and through its employees such as defendant De Capua 
8 knew the Statements were defaming and fa lse and knew the Statements were posted through sock 
9 puppet accounts and took no affrrmative action and, in fact, actively facilitated the publication and 
10 prevented Plainti ff from responding. FW1her. Reddit. by and through its employees such as 
I I defendant De Capua doxed Plaintiff and his employee readers by posting their private information 
12 including private emai l, cell phone number and IMDB information. 
13 FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 





Plaintiff reaJleges previous allegations as if fully set forth berein. 
On or about July 2019 through January 2020, Defendants Donovan, Pietrowiak and 
17 De Capua engaged in a public campaign to di scredit, disgrace, damage and humiliate Plaintiff by 
18 publishing, or causing to be published, false and damaging representations on industry websites 
19 including, but not limited to, Reddit; FilmFreeway; MovieBytes; InkTip; DoneDeal; Stage32; 
20 ScriptShadows; and IMDB. 
2 1 18. In this campaign, defendants Donovan, Pietrowiak and De Capua made statements, 
22 or caused statements 10 be made, which defame Plaintiff and caste him in a false light. Further, the 
23 statements implicate Plaintiffs honesty, integrity and reputation. The defamatory statements 
24 include, but are not limited to, allegations of fraudulent activity by Pla intiff, deceptive practices, 
25 racism and criminal activity. 
26 19. The statements are false and defendants Donovan, Pietrowiak and De Capua knew 




20. The statements are defamatory, unprivileged and have a natural tendency to injure 





As a proximate result, Plaintiff has been damaged in a sum to be proven at trial. 
Tn committing the acts and omissions complained of hereinabove, defendants 
5 Donovan, Pietrowiak and De Capua have acted oppressively, maliciously and with reckless 
6 disregard of the rights of Plaintiff. Plaintiff is therefore entitled to recover punitive and exemplary 
7 damages against defendants Donovan, Pietrowiak and De Capua . 
8 SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 





Plaintiff realleges previous allegations as if fully set forth herein. 
On or about July 2019 through January 2020, defendants engaged in a vicious 
12 campaign of misinformation wherein defendants, and each of them, caused the online posting of a 
13 barrage of untrue representations regarding Plaintiff and his Screen\m'iting Competitions on 
14 industry websites such as Reddit; FilmFreeway; MovieBytes; InkTip; DoneDeal; Stage32; 
15 ScriptShadows; and IMDB. 
16 25. At the time the fraudulent representations were made by defendants, the 
17 representations were false, and defendants knew them to be false, in that defendants planned and 
18 plotted to destroy Plaintiffs reputation and eliminate his ability to conduct Screemvriting 
19 Competitions. 
20 26. Defendants disseminated these representations to millions of people and severely 
21 damaged Plaintiffs reputation and ability to conduct Screenwriting Competitions and otherwise 
22 work in the film industry. 
23 27. As a direct and proximate result of the fraudulent and material misrepresentations, 







28. In committing the acts and omissions complained of hereinabove, defendants 
2 Donovan, Pietrowiak and De Capua have acted oppressively, maliciously and with reckless 
3 disregard of the rights of Plaintiff. Plainti ff is therefore entitled to recover punitive and exemplary 
4 damages against defendants. 
5 TU1RD CAUSE OF ACTION 







Plaintiff realleges previous allegations as if fully set forth herein. 
Defendants have engaged in tmlawful, unfair and fraudulent business practices. 
Defendants have further engaged in unfair, deceptive, untrue and misleading 
10 business practices. 
I I 32. Defendants have knowingly misrepresented the status of ownership in entities 
12 owned by Plainti ff in order to cast Plaintiff and his businesses in a negative light and gain an unfair 
13 competitive advantage. 
14 33. Defendants have knowingly made and disseminated false allegations of fraud , decei 
15 and prejudice against Plaintiff and bis bus inesses in order to cast Plaintiff and his businesses in a 
16 negative light and gain an unfair competitive advantage. 
17 34. Defendants acts as described above have injured and continue to injure Plaintiff, 





As a proximate result, Plaintiff has been damaged in a swn to be proven at tri al. 
In committing the acts and omissions complained of hereinabove, Defendants have 
21 acted oppressively, maliciously and with reckless disregard ofthe rights of Plaintiff. Pla inti ff is 
22 therefore entitled to recover punitive and exemplary damages against defendants. 
23 FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 





37. Plaintiffrealleges previous allegations as if fu lly set forth herein. 
7 
COMPLAINT 
38. Defendants committed libel, fraud and unfair business practices with the intention 0 
2 impairing, obstructing and preventing Plaintiff ability to compete in the screenwriting competition 
3 industry. 
4 39. Plaintiff is experiencing - for the first time in Plaintiff' s career - difficulty getting 
5 on industry platforms and attracting competitors and industry professionals that have readily 
6 worked with Plaintiff in the past, and has learned that it is because of the misrepresentations made 
7 and disseminated by Defendants. 
8 40. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and upon such information and belief alleges, that 
9 Defendants have knowledge of the existence of Plaintiff' economic opportunities, and armed with 
10 this knowledge, Defendants engaged in intentional, fraudulent and un lawful acts designed to 
11 impair, obstruct and prevent Plaintiff from working and obtaining business. 
12 41. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants' interference with Plaintiff's 
13 prospective economic advantage, Plaintiff are being denied the economic opportunity and benefits 
14 of numerous screenwriting competitions and work in the film industry. Plaintiff have suffered 
15 damages in an amount to be proved at trial. 
16 42. In committing the acts and omissions complained of hereinabove. Defendants acted 
17 oppressively, maliciously and with reckless disregard oftbe rights of Plaintiff. Plaintiff is therefor 
18 entitled to recover punitive and exemplary damages against Defendants. 
19 FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
20 (For Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress against Defendants Donovan and 
21 Pietrowiak) 
22 43. Plaintiff real leges previous allegations as if fully set fonh herein. 
23 44. Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak and each of them, engaged in an online smear 
24 campaign of misinformation to discredit and di sparage Plaintiff and his previously well-regarded 
25 and flllancially successful Screenwriting Competitions. In addition, Defendants Donovan and 
26 Pietrowiak contacted Plaintiff directly and inundated Plaintiff with a multitude of threatening and 




45. Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak' above conduct was intentional and malicious 
2 and done for the purpose of causing Plaintiff to suffer humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional 
3 and pbysical distress. Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak' conduct detailed above was done with 
4 a wanton and reckJess disregard of the consequences to Plaintiff. 
5 46. As a proximate result oftbe above acts by Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak, 
6 Plaintiff suffered extreme humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical distress, and 
7 has been injured in mind and body the precise nature of which will be proven at trial. 
8 47. The acts of Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak alleged above were willful, 
9 wanton, malicious, and oppressive, and justify the awarding ofexemplruy and punitive damages. 
10 48. In committing the acts and omissions complained of hereinabove, Defendants 
11 Donovan and Pietrowiak acted oppressively, maliciously and with reckless disregard of the rights 
12 of Plaintiff. Plaintiff is therefore entitled to recover punitive and exemplary damages against 
13 Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak. 
14 49. By reason of Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak' acts alleged above, Pla intiff was 
] 5 prevented from attending to his usual occupation and profession and tllereby lost earnings. 
16 SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 





Plaintiff realleges the previous allegations as if fully set forth herein. 
Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak knew or should have known that in 
20 committing the acts described above, that Plaintiff would suffer emotional distress. 
21 52. As a proximate result of Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak' conduct and the 
22 consequences proximately caused by it, as hereinabove alleged, Plaintiff suffered severe emotional 
23 distress and mental suffering, all to his damage. 
24 53. As a proximate result of the above acts by Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak, 
25 Plaintiff suffered humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical distress, and has been 





54. By reason of Defendants Donovan and Pietrowiak ' acts alleged above, Plaintiff was 
2 prevented from attending to his usual occupation or profession and thereby lost earnings. 
3 
4 PRAYER 
5 WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for relief as follows: 
6 A. Regarding the First Cause of Action, for compensatory, consequential, incidental 
7 damages, punitive and exemplary damages in an amount to be proved at trial; 
8 B. Regarding the Second Cause of Action, for compensatory, consequential, incidental 
9 damages, punitive and exemplary damages in an amount to be proved at trial; 
10 Regarding the Third Cause of Action, for compensatory, consequential, incidental 
I I damages, punitive and exemplary damages in an amount to be proved at trial; 
12 D. Regarding the Fourth Cause of Action, for compensatory, consequential, incidental 
13 damages, punitive and exemplary damages in an amount to be proved at trial; 
14 E. Regarding the Fifth Cause of Action, for compensatory, consequential, incidental 
15 damages, punitive and exemplary damages in an amount to be proved at trial; 
16 F. Regarding the Sixth Cause of Action, for compensatory, consequential, incidental 
17 damages, purutive and exemplary damages in an amount to be proved at trial; and 
18 G. Regarding all causes of action, for interest at the maximum legal rate; for costs; for 
19 attorneys' fees; and for any other and further relief that the Court deems proper. 
20 
21 











DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
2 COMES NOW, Plaintiff Joseph Neibich respectfully demands that the present matter be set 
3 for a trial by jury. 
4 
5 























Law Office of Jason K. Feldman, PC 
By: &1---tzz 
.IasonK.~ 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
II 
COMPLAINT 
